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April 19,1999

Documents Management Branch (HFA-305)
Fcmd and Drug Administration
Department of Health and Human Services
5630 Fishers Lane
Room 1061
Rockville, MD 20852

Dear Sir or Madam:

On behalf of the 2500 members of the Restaurant Association of Maryland (MM), I am writing to
express our opposition to a petition before you that mandates post-harvest treatment or
pasteurization of fresh oysters intended for raw consumption.

The foodwwvice community, both on a state and national level, place the highest degree of priority
on food safety. Maryland’s foodservice community has a very productive relationship with state and
local health officials, and we are proud to say there has never been a confirmed outbreak in
Maryland resulting from shellfish. In concert with other states and our national partners, our
industry and regional health officials have achieved meaningfid results advocating aggressive public
education campaigns that focus attention on proper shellfish handling.

Exposure to the vibrio bacteria is a legitimate health coneem, particularly to the minority percentage
of the population who health officials place in the “at risk” category. It is my understanding that
individuals most at risk are those with pm-existing conditions, i.e. liver disease. And that as few as 1
in 20,000 people in this limited “at-risk” category are actually susceptible to illness.

In light of these realties, I think it is fair to say that the situation has not even begun to approach the
crescendo that would warrant a mandated ban orIa product that the ovenvhelming majority of
bericans enjoy eating without any threat to their health. We continue to advocate fiuther public
education efforts. We suggest an appropriate level of individual responsibilityy on the part of those
individuals who are at risk to avoid food iterns that may ail them. And we urge you to reject this
misguided attempt to deal with an otherwise legit irnate issue.

Sincerely
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13rendan I?kmag
Vice president of Government Affairs
Restaurant Association of M~J~ taurantAssociationof Matyland Building
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